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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1 -2, and 4-25 are pending for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
Invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-2, and 4-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Tang et al. ("ConNexus Awarenex: Extending awareness to mobile users", Sun 
Inc., 2001, pages 221-228), and in view of Shah (U.S. Publication No. 2005/0071426). 

4. Tang was cited in the previous office action. 

5. As per claim 1 , Tang teaches a system for automated dissemination of presence 
and availability (abstract), comprising: 

a schedule publication element configured to receive schedule information from a 
plurality of users through a user interface (figs. 1-2; page 222, The ConNexus User 
Interface Design section, awareness cues ...); 

a schedule management element configured to receive schedule information 
from said schedule publication element (fig. 1; page 222, sub-section contact list); 
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a schedule distribution element receptive of said integrate schedule information 
from said schedule management element and being responsive to said schedule to 
subscribing element to maintain a data store identifying those subscribers to receive 
notifications regarding presence and availability information and to effect the 
dissemination of presence and availability to said subscribers, wherein said schedule 
distribution element effects the dissemination of the presence and availability to said 
subscribers by distributing scheduling information according to at least two different 
modes, wherein one of the modes more restrictively distributes the schedule information 
than another of the modes (fig. 2; page 222, sub-section Contact toolbar; page 224, 
Preliminary Use Experience With A Working Prototype section). 

6. Tang did not specifically teach storage system configured to store integrated 
schedule information based on said received schedule information. 

7. However, Shah teaches storage system configured to store integrated schedule 
information based on said received schedule information (abstract; paragraphs [0010], 
[0046], [0083]-[0084]). In addition. Shah also teaches a schedule publication element 
configured to receive schedule information from a plurality of users through a user 
interface (paragraphs [0029]-[0030], [0081]-[0082). 

8. It would have been obvious to one of an ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention as made to have combined the teaching of Tang and Shah because Shah 
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teaching of a storage system configured to store integrated schedule information based 
on said received schedule information would improve the integrity of Tang by providing 
a storage system for the schedule management to retrieve/query of user schedule 
information to distribute the availability of that given user to the rest of the users within 
the group/company. Hence, the storage system of Shah would make the system of 
Tang more versatile and efficient. 

9. As per claim 2, Tang teaches of IM (page 222, Project ConNexus: Awareness 
For The Desktop section). 

10. As per claim 4, Tang teaches of schedule publication element is adapted to 
obtain schedule information from calendar service (page 222, sub-section The Contact 
Tool Bar), 

11. As per claims 5-6, Tang teaches schedule management element communicating 
with said schedule distribution element using a push/pull interface where by information 
retrieved from said storage system is automatically sent to said schedule distribution 
element (page 222, sub-section The Contact Tool Bar; page 223, Providing More 
Awareness in IM Text Chat section). 
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1 2. As per claim 7, Tang teaches of calendar of the user which is open mode and 
makes the entire schedule available (page 224, Preliminary Use Experience With A 
Working Prototype section). 

13. As per claim 8, Tang teaches updating user's schedule (page 222, sub-section 
contact list). 

14. As per claim 9, Tang teaches schedule distribution element controls the 
dissemination of presence and availability information in a sliding-window mode 
whereby a predefined portion of a user's schedule is made available to subscribers (fig. 
2). 

15. As per claims 10-11, Tang teaches predefined portion is defined by a sliding 
window measured from the present time until a predetermined period of time thereafter 
(page 225, sub-section Contact Locator). 

16. As per claims 12-14, Tang teaches distribution element is configured to send 
notification to subscribers of schedule change information when said sliding window 
encounters status changes in the user's schedule (fig. 7). 
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17. As per claim 15, tang teaches tlie schedule subscribing element communicates 
with said schedule distribution element to negotiate whether to accept a subscription 
request (page 223, Providing More Awareness in IM Text Chat section). 

18. As per claim 16, Tang teaches the schedule distribution element controls 
whether to accept a subscription request (page 223, Providing More Awareness in IM 
Text Chat section). 

19. As per claim 17, Tang teaches the subscription request identifies preferences 
associated with a given subscriber that mediate how information is disseminated to that 
subscriber (page 222, sub-section Contact Toolbar). 

20. As per claim 18, Tang teaches the preferences are stored in said data store 
identifying those subscribers who have registered to receive notifications (page 222, 
sub-section Contact Toolbar, the relevant communication resource). 

21 . As per claim 19, Tang teaches schedule distribution element is configured to 
selectively accept a subscription request even if the identified preferences are not met 
(page 223, Providing More Awareness in IM Text Chat section). 

22. As per claim 20, Tang teaches at least some of said elements are interactive with 
one another via network communication (page 224, The User Interface Design section). 
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23. As per claim 21 , Tang teaches at least some of said elements are interactive with 
one another via programming interfaces (pages 222, sub-section Contact Toolbar). 

24. As per claims 22-25, they are rejected for the same reason as claims 7-17 
above. 

Response to Arguments 

25. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-2, and 4-25 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

26. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

O'Connor et al. (U.S. Publication No. 2001/001 1225) and Cummings et al. (U.S. 
Patent No. 6345260) teach system and method for scheduling appointments. 

Berger et al (U.S. Publication no. 2004/0267887), Galvin et al. (U.S. Publication 
No. 2005/0138108). and Boyer etal. (U.S. Publication No. 2002/0198747) teach 
awareness system for dynamic managing presence and contact information of users. 

27. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jennifer N. To whose tielephone number is (571) 272- 
7212. The examiner can normally be reached on M-T 6AM- 3:30 PM, F 6AM- 2:30 PM. 



Application/Control Number: 10/777,905 



Pages 



Art Unit: 2195 

28. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Meng-Ai An can be reached on (571) 272-3756. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

29. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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